
Curriculum and Communications Committee
April 1, 2021

4:31- 4:38 PM
Centennial Middle School Cafeteria

Minutes

Call to Order
Mr. Kennedy called the meeting to order at 4:31 PM.

Attendance:
C&C Members present- Eric Kennedy, Lisa Kudwa, Terry McCreight, Ray Metcalf, Mary

Smothers, Brian Toth, Jennifer Urtel

C&C Members absent- Katherine Barnes, Karen Fisher, Sarah Jones, Dan Schwegler,
Lisa Welch, Monica Zuzow

Public Comments
None.

Approval of Minutes
Mr. Kennedy made a motion to approve the minutes from the December 10, 2020 meeting.
Mrs. McCreight seconded the motion.  The minutes were unanimously approved.

New Business
● Mrs. Kudwa reviewed an update to graduation requirements as it relates to the Michigan

Merit Examination.  These requirements used to be a Policy, but are now an
Administrative Regulation (AR 2002 Learning and Achievement). Therefore, changes to
the requirements no longer require Board action but we are making C&C, Policy, and the
Board aware.
The requirements currently read- Michigan Merit Examination. The Michigan Merit Exam
or State approved alternative to the Merit Exam, for students who qualify at the high
school level, is a graduation requirement. For seniors only, in case of a critical incident
where no allowable State accommodations can be made, this requirement may be
appealed to a committee comprised of two Board members, a building administrator, and
an administrator appointed parent. The committee's recommendation is presented to the
Board for action, and the Board's decision is final. For the class of 2020, completion of
the MME/SAT is waived due to the cancellation of this assessment by MDE.
Due to the test not being offered last year, we need the last sentence to read: For the
class of 2021, completion of the MME/SAT is waived.
The committee had no concerns or questions regarding this agenda item.

● Mrs. Kudwa shared that one change had been made in the course catalog for High
School Science that involved an updated prerequisite list for Analytical Chemistry.
Students who wanted to take Analytical Chemistry previously needed to have taken, or
be concurrently enrolled in, Algebra II.  Because Algebra I is no longer the default 8th
grade course, we needed more flexibility with the prerequisites.   It now just reads
“strong math/science student.”  This is at the request of the science facilitators from both



high schools, with support from administrators and counselors. The C&C committee
shared their support as well.

● Mr. Toth introduced himself and gave an update on the staff recognition program from
Oakland Schools called OSD Stars.  Each district nominates a few staff members for
public recognition by the county on social media. For 2020-21, this is replacing Oakland
School’s normal Teacher of the Year program.  Questions were asked about whether our
district would be awarding a car lease to the district’s Teacher of the Year, as previously
shared.  Mr. Toth stated that he is checking to see if the car dealership is currently
offering that program or if they have paused it due to the pandemic.

Old Business
There was no old business.

Other
There were no other topics.

Public Comments
None.

Mrs. Smothers pointed out that the agenda listed the wrong date in May.  Mrs. Kudwa will
correct that on the minutes and communicate with the committee.  The date is actually May 6.

Motion to Adjourn
Mr. Kennedy adjourned the meeting at 4:38 PM.

Future Meeting Dates- 4:30 p.m. in the CMS Cafeteria
● April 22
● May 6


